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YAS YOU LIKE IT
AS YOU LIKE IT BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
DIRECTOR JILLIAN KEILEY

Grade Recommendation
Suitable for Grade 4 and up.

Student Matinée Dates
May 16, 19, 24, 27; June 1, 8, 17, 21; September 2, 7, 15, 28; 
October 4, 14, 18, 21.

About the Play
Considered one of Shakespeare’s greatest comedies, 
As You Like It is a love story about a woman who adopts 
male disguise and strikes up a friendship with her own 
unsuspecting suitor. Written around 1599 ( just after Much 
Ado About Nothing and just before Twelfth Night), As 
You Like It was fi rst published in the First Folio of 1623, 
compiled after Shakespeare’s death.

Synopsis
Duchess Senior, whose realm has been usurped by her 
younger brother, Duke Frederick, lives in exile in the 
Forest of Arden, attended by several loyal lords, including 
the melancholy philosopher Jaques. Duchess Senior’s 
daughter, Rosalind, falls in love with Orlando, who has 
come to Duke Frederick’s court to compete in a wrestling 
match; but the two are parted when she too is banished.

Disguising herself as a youth named Ganymede, and 
accompanied by her cousin, Celia, and the court fool, 
Touchstone, Rosalind goes to join her mother in the forest. 
Orlando, having learned that his elder brother, Oliver, 
is plotting against his life, fl ees there too, but does not 
recognize Rosalind when he meets her in her male attire. 
Seeing an opportunity to test the sincerity of his love, 
the disguised Rosalind engages Orlando in a game of 
romantic role-playing. Meanwhile, she must also defl ect the 
attentions of Phebe, a shepherdess who fi nds “Ganymede” 
a much more attractive proposition than the adoring 
shepherd Silvius.

When Orlando saves the life of Oliver, who has followed 
him into the forest, the brothers are reconciled. As Rosalind 
reveals her true identity, word arrives that Duke Frederick 
has undergone a religious conversion and has restored 
Duchess Senior’s crown and lands.

Don’t miss your chance to be part of the show!
Director Jillian Keiley’s production of Shakespeare’s As You 
Like It is set in her native Newfoundland, a province where 
climate and history have created tight-knit communities that 
know how to have a good time. Your ticket to the show is 
your pass to be a Newfoundlander for the day!

Play a part: You’ll be given props with which to join in 
during the performance. Please wear white or light-
coloured clothing to make the most of your part in
the show!

School Groups can book space in our Prologues (11 a.m. 
before most student matinées). Students will learn the 
“Running the Goat,” a traditional Newfoundland set dance 
and a select few will be invited to perform it during the show!

Calling all young poets: Aged 8 to 14? Orlando needs your 
help to woo Rosalind! In the play, he writes love poems to 
Rosalind and sticks them on trees in the forest. We would 
like to use your poems to decorate our “forest”! Your 
poems must:

• Be hand-written on a piece of paper half the size of an 
8½ by 11" sheet. You can also cut it out in any shape 
you like – be creative!

• Rhyme
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• Use the word “Rosalind”
• Be anonymous (unsigned)

You may send us more than one submission! Start 
sending them now – and throughout the season – and 
come see your work decorating our production! Direct your 
poems to:

The Education Department
Stratford Festival
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

Content Advisory for Students
Contains some sexual innuendo.

Curriculum Connections and Links
1. All Grades: Language/English (Listening to Understand,  
 Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning)
2. All Grades: Dance, Drama, Music, Visual Art
3. Gr. 4 Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying/Abuse)
4. Gr. 5 People and Environments (Role of Government 
 and Responsible Citizenship)
5. Gr. 5-8 Science and Technology (Society and the 
 Environment)
6. Gr. 5 Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying/Violence)
7. Gr. 6 Health and PE (Healthy Living: Positive Social 
 Interaction ; Conflict Management)
8. Gr. 7-8 Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying/ 
 Harassment; Human Development and Sexual Health)
9. Gr. 10 Civics and Citizenship (Civic Awareness: Rights 
  and Responsibilities)
10. Gr. 11/12 Interdisciplinary Studies (Music and Society; 
 Utopian Societies; Community, Environmental Leadership)
11. Gr. 11/12 Social Sciences and Humanities (Gender  
 Studies; Equity and Social Justice; Dynamics of Human 
 Relationships)

Themes and Motifs
• Love
• Flexibility of human experience
• Urban vs. rural / court vs. country
• Foolishness and folly
• Family
• Art and culture
• Transformation
• Philosophical viewpoints
• Deception, disguise, gender
• Tolerance and goodwill
• Artifice
• Exile
• Time

Enrichment
Study Guide* available at stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides.

Prologues* (interactive presentations on stage) at 11 a.m. 
before every student matinée except May 16; June 1; 
September 2, 7, 15, 28; October 4.

Booking Information
Online: You can order your group tickets online 
at any time right from your desk. You can even 
select your seats! To start planning your trip, go to 
stratfordfestival.ca/schools.

Email: groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone: 1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by 
calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.

Let Us Take Care of Lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime (must be ordered 
two weeks in advance) and Student Deli Lunch Buffets are 
another option (subject to availability). For more information 
ask the Groups and Schools Department when placing your 
ticket order.

Theatre Etiquette
Respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When the lights 
dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the actors on 
stage. Be sure to turn off mobile devices and refrain from 
texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful to the 
actors who are telling the story.

Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, smiles, 
giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off your 
presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

Support for the 2016 season of the Festival Theatre is generously 
provided by Claire & Daniel Bernstein.

Production support is generously provided by M. Fainer and by the 
Harkins/Manning families in memory of James & Susan Harkins.

*Tools for Teachers sponsored by




